St Andrew’s Church School

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Information
Report

This report was developed in consultation with Charlotte Smith (link Governor for SEND), a
group of parents of pupils in our school and representatives from our school council. It is
reviewed annually.

Our jobis to help your child achieve the very best they can at school. You know your child best and
you may feel that they need some additional help or support for some, or all, of their time at
school.

This reportis to inform you of the types of support available to your child at St Andrew’s Church
School. It will help you to understand who can help and how this support can be accessed.



How do you know if your child needs extra help?
The social and emotional wellbeing, progress and attainment of all children at St Andrew’s Church

School is monitored closely by their class teachers at all times. This is also specifically reviewed
through termly Pupil Progress Meetings which are planned to discuss individual needs and progress.

We use this information to identify and support children with additional needs in any of the 4 broad
areas of need:

e Communication & Interaction

e Physicaland Sensory

e Cognition and Learning

e Social, Emotional and Mental Health.
Initially, it is the responsibility of the class teacher to ensure needs are being met within the classroom
through their quality first teaching and universal provision for all pupils.
If the class teacher feels the child stillisn’t making the required progress, they will discuss this with
parents first and then with the Special Education Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) if
needed. At this point we will invite you in to discuss placing your child on the SEND register for the

school and the SENDCO will become involved in supporting provision for them.

Assessments may be carried out and, if necessary, a referral can be made to external agencies (with
your consent).

How will the school support my child?

The class teacher is responsible for your child’s education and wellbeing. They will plan and provide
more individualised work for your child if needed, or adapt class tasks to enable your child to access
the learning. Class teachers will use the Somerset Graduated Response Tool to support them when
planning for your child’s needs.

Our SENDCo coordinates the support and progress of any child on our SEN register. You should know

2


https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/education/what-to-expect-from-education/

if your child is on this register, and it simply means that Mrs Ward, our SENDCo, is supporting the
class teacher to plan for and deliver activities to support their learning. Any intervention/support that
your child is receiving will be explained to you at your parent consultation meetings. Three times a
year, you will also receive an individual pupil passport detailing interventions and support your child
is receiving that term. You will be invited to discuss the support plan and provision with the class
teacher either by email, phone call or in a meeting- however you feel comfortable discussing this
progress with us.

Cathy Ward, SENDCo

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

As a school we are committed to providing quality first teaching. Observation, marking and
assessment inform teachers’ planning to ensure all work is accurately pitched at an appropriate
level. Typically, this might mean that in a lesson the work would be adapted for the different needs in
class.

Where SEN supportis needed, an individual pupil passport will be created with your child. The child
will be asked about what they enjoy and feel they are good at as well as the areas they find
challenging. They will also be asked about what helps them with their learning.

How will | know how my child is doing?

The school uses an assessment tool called Arbor to track each child’s progress within core subjects.
Interventions are also tracked and monitored for impact.

If a class teacheris concerned about a child’s progress, they will arrange a meeting with you to
discuss their concerns.

You will be updated on your child’s progress at parents’ evenings which are held twice a year as well
through your child’s annual school report.

Children with complex needs or in those with an Education, Health and Care plans (somerset.gov.uk)
will also have a SEND Support Review/Annual Review meeting each year to inform and plan for next
steps. These meetings will provide you with the opportunity to discuss your child’s pupil passport or
medical care plan if they have one.

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?

We are an inclusive school and we celebrate diversity. In addition to the support received for
academic subjects, there is a range of pastoral support available.
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Nurture groups are run by one of our TAs and we also have a Mental Health and Wellbeing lead and
Mental Health First Aider to support all members of the school community.

St Andrew’s Church School is also unique in the Bath and Wells Multi Academy Trust in the fact that we
have a School Chaplain and a strong team of Pupil Chaplains who lead and support the Christian ethos
through the school.

What are the specialist services that the school can access?

When a child has a specific need, we seek advice from external professionals such as Educational
Psychologists and the Somerset Virtual School support team. We also access advice for children with
physicalimpairments and medical conditions, including hearing and vision support. In additional to
these, we refer children to Speech and Language Therapists, Physiotherapists, Occupational
Therapists, the School Nursing team, CAMHS and the school Mental Health Support Team via the
NHS when needed.

Who might work with my child?

Arange of outside professionals may be consulted to provide support or advice to help us to meet
your child’s needs. For further information on the services available, please look at the Somerset
Choices website: Somerset’s SEND Local Offer
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What training is provided for support staff who work with children with SEN?

Adults who work with individuals or groups of children on interventions in school will have received
training to deliver the sessions. These sessions are overseen by the class teacher and the SENDCo to
monitor the progress of the children. The extent and level of training provided depends on the nature
of a child’s needs and the intervention being provided.


https://beta.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/the-local-offer/

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s SEN needs?

We ensure that all children who have additional needs are supported to the best of the school’s
ability with the funds available. This may include specialist equipment and/or facilities. We have a
team of teaching assistants who are funded from the SEN budget to provide support and to deliver
interventions.

A small number of children are eligible for high needs top up funding which the school can use to
provide additional support/resources within the child’s setting.

How accessible is our school?

The majority of the school site is accessible for pupils and adults with difficulties with mobility
however, due to our Victorian building we are unfortunately not fully accessible for pupils who need
to use a wheelchair. There are changing facilities and one toilet for pupils who need some support
with their personal care needs.

All children have the right to access class trips and after school clubs wherever itis practical and
safe for them to do so.

For those children with additional needs, adaptations can be made, for example, additional adult
support, alternative travel arrangements, or alternative arrangements for the administration of
medicines to support them in taking a full partin school life. For more information, please see our
separate Accessibility Plan.



How will the School support my child’s transitions to a new setting?

Prior to starting in Reception, children previously identified as having a high level of Special
Educational Needs will have a School Entry Planning meeting. This will be attended by parent/carers,
pre-school staff, school staff and any external professionals involved in supporting your child.
Through discussion, an action plan is devised to make the transition to school as smooth as possible.

For children with a medical condition, this willinclude identifying staff training needs to ensure your
child’s needs are fully met.

The Reception teacher, and at times the SENDCo, will also visit pre- schools to meet the childrenin a
familiar setting.

All children will be invited to attend settling-in sessions to ensure they are familiar with the staff and
the setting in advance.

Home visits are carried out in the first week of the Autumn term by our Reception class teachers and
teaching assistants.

When moving to Secondary School, children in Year 6 with additional needs are discussed with the
Secondary SENDCos once places have been allocated. Additional visits will be organised by the
Secondary School for children with additional needs or who require more pastoral support.

If your child has complex needs, a SEND support Review meeting will take place and a representative
from the secondary school will be invited to attend.

Children with EHCPs will have an EHCP annual review early in the Autumn term of year 6 to review
the outcomes and provision on the EHCP in preparation for transition for Secondary School.
Placements for secondary will be discussed before the new reviewed EHCP is sent out for
consultation. Parents are fully involved in choosing the appropriate placement for the child as they
leave our school and move on to the next stage of their education.



Who do | see if | am worried?

e Speaktoyour child’s teacher in the firstinstance.

e If you are still concerned, you can make an appointment to meet the SENDCo - Cathy Ward.
Messages should be left for her via email or phone through the school office and she will get
back to you as soon as possible.

e If you feel you need further support, please make an appointment with the Headteacher to
discuss your concerns.

e Ifyou still have concerns you may contact our Chair of Governors via the school office.

For more information

Contact Cathy Ward (SENDCo) on: 01823 275906 or email via: sendco@standrews.bwmat.org

You can also view our SEN and accessibility policies on our website: standrewsbwmat.org

You can also contact Somerset SENDIAS (Special Educational Needs and Disability Information,
Advice and Support) on 01823 355578. They can give children, young people and their parent/ carers
information, advice and support about SEND. The service is free, confidential and impartial.

Signed by:
Cathy Ward -SENDCo
Kaye Frounks - Headteacher

Andy Clark - SEND Governor

Date: 30/05/2026
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